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children of all faiths demonstrate integrity (tzedek), academic excellence (limud), and a 
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Mitchell Blumenthal
Co-chair of the Board of Trustees

SHALOM FRIENDS, 

It is with great naches (pride) that we present you with the highlights 
of the past year. We are so grateful to all of you who have invested in 
Community Day and are excited for you to feel and share that same 
sense of pride as you peruse our Annual Report. 

As your co-chairs, we know what makes Community Day School so 
special. Our families boast three graduates and two current students 
enrolled here. We are driven by the belief in and passion for educating 
leaders of tomorrow who will go out into the world with the sense of 
obligation to make a difference (tikkun olam), based on the values 
instilled in them from their Jewish education. 

We look forward to leading the school’s Board of Trustees with 
continued focus on development and sustainability. We are working 
to expand our students’ experiences on our current campus, while we 
explore new opportunities for growth. Philosophically, we are looking 
deeper into how we define our mission and core values as a Jewish 
Day School serving the community. Leadership and professional 
development, succession planning, and building our endowment 
remain our top priorities. Together, we can conceptualize, create 
and support – in perpetuity – our campus of the future. 

We encourage you to review this report, share in our naches and 
let us know your thoughts. We hope to work closer with you as we 
impact the world by creating a community where children of all 
faiths demonstrate integrity (tzedek), academic excellence (limud), 
and a desire to improve the world (tikkun olam). 

Thank you,

Letter From Our

Rachel Saltzberg
Co-chair of the Board of Trustees

School

SOLAR ECLIPSE

The start of our school year on August 21 
coincided with a historic scientific event: a total 
solar eclipse. It gave teachers the chance to 
provide students with a hands-on opportunity for 
scientific exploration on day one. Students and 
teachers got crafty, fabricating eight different 
kinds of pinhole viewers. Approximately 200 
students gathered outside for the big event.

HURRICANE IRMA

When the terrifying storm set its sights on Florida 
in September, everyone at the school – including 
preschoolers – pitched in to help prepare the 
facility and the garden for the worst. After the 
storm, numerous families came together to help 
clean up the debris on the playground and make 
our grounds safe and beautiful again.

FILL THE VAN

After Hurricane Irma, upon learning the plight 
of migrant workers at American Farms in Naples, 
students, friends and families at Community Day 
rallied to “Fill the Van,” collecting and delivering 
food, water and other essentials. After a 36-hour 
collection drive, the school filled two U-Hauls, 
a minivan, and the school’s cargo van with non-
perishable food, items including toilet paper, 
paper towels, diapers, pet food, personal care 
items, and cases upon cases of water; delivery 
took place on the first day of Rosh Hashanah. 
After learning more about the effort, the 
kindergarteners held their own supply drive to 
help the workers at American Farms.

Head of School Dan Ceaser with 
Community Day Board Co-Chairs Rachel 
Saltzberg and Mitch Blumenthal

Co-Chairs Highlights
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SCHOOL-WIDE BEACH CLEAN-UP 

In March, students in grades K-8 – along with 
teachers and parent chaperones – spent a brisk, 
sunny morning at the beach. Over the course 
of the day, they mixed learning and community 
service and left the beach better than they found 
it. Trash was collected in buckets to be sorted by 
Sarasota County scientists, who analyze the trash 
and compile data to help us better understand 
how to keep it out of the sea as well as to 
document the positive impact of volunteer groups 
like the students from Community Day. 

TRIP TO ISRAEL

In April, 11 students – along with faculty and 
parent chaperones – traveled to Israel. The 
purpose of the visit was to see the sights, 
be exposed to the rich culture and history of 
the country, and continue building bridges of 
friendship with peers in Sarasota’s Sister City of 
Tel Mond. Making the experience more special 
was the timing: the group was there for Yom 
Hazikaron (Memorial Day) and Yom Haatzmaut 
(Independence Day): seeing how Israelis observed 
these holidays gave the students key insights into 
how Army service touches every Israeli family 

and how that sacrifice is deeply connected to the 
country’s existence. The trip was underwritten by 
a generous grant from The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

C3 PROJECT

Through a unique performing arts partnership 
with Asolo Repertory Theatre, a diverse group 
of middle school students at Visible Men 
Academy and Community Day came together, 
using improvisational theater and spoken word 
to increase empathy and compassion, and 
build community among peers. “C3” stands for 
“Creativity, Collaboration and Culture.” Over 
the 12-week residency, 22 students participated 
in dramatic arts activities to create a short 
play exploring themes of personal identity and 
overcoming differences. The students were 
privileged to attend a performance of “Ragtime” 
at the Asolo; for some, it was their first live 
theatre experience. Additionally, documentary 
filmmaker Tyler McCool chronicled the process; 
the final documentary short will be submitted for 
consideration at the 2019 Sarasota Film Festival.

BETTER TOGETHER

The intergenerational program, a partnership 
with Aviva - A Campus for Senior Life, continued 
this year, with numerous gatherings: a special 
Shabbat celebration of veterans, social gatherings 
with discussions that addressed holidays, family 
and food, and the creation of memory books 
and family trees, so that the participants could 
celebrate and learn from each other’s’ lives 
and stories. The focus of the Better Together 
Program, which is generously supported through 
a Better Together Grant from a prominent 
national foundation, is to sensitize students to the 
challenges of the elderly and incorporate Jewish 
learning and values in their interactions with 
them.

LEARNING ON DISPLAY

Parents, families and community guests never 
fail to be impressed with the professionalism, 
composure and knowledge that students display 
as they curate their projects during the twice-
yearly Learning on Display events, which draw 

on every aspect of child development and 
curriculum content. Not only do students have the 
opportunity to show off knowledge gained over 
the course of the year, they also get to express 
their personal missions and aspirations for a better 
world.

READING AND GARDENING AT CHILDREN 
FIRST

In March, our kindergarten students again visited 
with older preschoolers at Children First. The 
activities included free play on the playground, 
reading in small groups, and the planting of 
lettuces and flowers together. Community Day and 
Children First have years of engagement together, 
with activities primarily centered around literacy.
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At any age or grade level, there is no better way 
for students to learn than to get hands-on. Our 
preschool embraces the Reggio Emilia approach; 
by kindergarten, our student-centered, Project-
Based Learning curriculum places students in 
the active role of critical thinkers and problem-
solvers. Additionally, Community Day works to 
create global citizens who are problem-solvers, 
who can work cooperatively, and who have 
empathy for and an understanding of people who 
may be very different from themselves.

Thanks to a grant from the Florida Kindergarten 
Council, the Pre-K STEM Club created a “Sand 
Kitchen,” beginning with research and discussion, 
to planning the location, creating blueprints, 
and then mastering the many tools needed to 
complete construction.

First and second graders turned a lesson about 
simple machines into an ambitious project to 

build new features for the school playground. 
After study of area playgrounds as well as pictures 
and videos of simple machines in action, the 
students built three enhancements to the school 
playground: a ramp to race cars, a seesaw, and an 
obstacle course. 

Seventh and eighth graders participated in the 
World ORT Kadima Mada (Science Journey) Global 
Collaborative Problem-Solving program. Multiple 
teams of four students – two from a high school 
in Israel and two from Community Day School – 
worked together to figure out why the animals 
in the “World of Animalia” were dying and to 
solve the environmental issues at the root of the 
problem.

Project-Based

In the Bible, tzedakah means “righteous 
behavior” and is often paired with “justice.” In 
Jewish thought and tradition, material support 
for those in need is not a matter of “charity” but 
a requirement.

At Community Day, we introduce all of our 
children to the idea of tzedakah by asking them 
to bring money each week to contribute during 
our Shabbat service. The first and second graders 
continued the rich tradition of raising money 
to help clients of Salvation Army. In addition 
to donations of cash, they collected unwanted 
items and held a yard sale, with a final 
fundraising total of more than $800. The third 
and fourth graders led the school in gathering 
pet food and item donations, with a goal of 100 
pet items by the 100th day of school. The goods 
were then donated to the Humane Society of 
Sarasota.

All through the school year, students learned 
about the work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
learning and reflecting on how they could be 
part of making the world a better place. On 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, a number of our 
families gathered for “Small Hands Give Back,” a 
beach clean-up at North Lido Beach.

Our supporters also understand the value of 
tzedakah: we were thrilled to receive the gift of 
precious artwork by renowned Israeli artist Amos 
Amit, donated by school supporters Ed “Papa” 
and Betty “Mimi” Rosenthal.

Commitment to
Learning Community
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Our unique, expeditionary learning curriculum and 
small class sizes allow students to pursue their 
natural interests by connecting learning to real 
life experiences, whether inside the classroom 
or beyond the walls of the school; our Mobile 
Learning Classroom has made spontaneous and 
more frequent learning opportunities throughout 
the community possible.

The preschool Tweens had a great trip to Crowley 
Museum and Nature Center, where they made 
“chocolate butter,” saw chickens and a large pig 
named Squirt, fed the cows hay, and explored the 
way people lived in the late 1800s. The Senior 
preschoolers visited Dakin Dairy Farms, where they 
took a hayride, made butter, learned how cheese 
is made, and fed a baby cow. After a classroom 
visit and informative program by acclaimed author 
and historian Lela Hartsaw, our kindergarteners 
traveled to Gamble Plantation and got a taste of 
what life was like long ago. 

During a visit to Jungle Gardens, our first and 
second graders studied invertebrates and 
vertebrates, explored animal characteristics and 

classifications, and learned how caring for the 
animals requires knowledge of what they eat 
and what type of habitat they prefer. They also 
enjoyed time at Spanish Point, where learned all 
about archaeology and Florida history.

Our third and fourth graders took a learning 
expedition to the Bishop Planetarium, where they 
learned all about stars and space. The fifth grade 
enjoyed a trip to Fort Myers to visit the Edison & 
Ford Winter Estates, which features a laboratory 
and museum as well as a Smithsonian maker’s 
lab. Our sixth through eighth graders traveled 
to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune and SNN to delve 
into the world of the news media. Michael Braga, 
Community Day alumni parent and Pulitzer Prize-
winning investigative journalist, guided the middle 
schoolers through the process of news reporting.

During the annual trip to Tallahassee, our seventh 
and eighth graders toured the Governor’s mansion 
and learned some of the unique history of the 
house and role of governor in Florida, visited the 
sprawling campus of Florida State University, and 
got an amazing look at life in our state capitol.

Learning

At Community Day, there are “extras” that take 
learning and personal growth to the next level. 
Whether it’s learning, planting and harvesting 
fruits, veggies and flowers in the Papa Ed and Mimi 
Rosenthal Organic Kibbutz Sustainability Garden 
and Outdoor Classroom, learning to dance or 
play an instrument, playing competitive sports, 
or taking up a new hobby through an afterschool 
club, our students have a wide variety of activities 
to enjoy.

In our organic garden and outdoor classroom, 
students explore science topics and learn how 
to plant, tend and harvest fruits, veggies and 
flowers. Because our grounds are pesticide-free, 
food from the garden – as well as carambolas, 
mangos and avocados from the “Remember Me” 
orchard – can be eaten immediately after picking. 
Additionally, students love to care for our hens, 
who provide us with a nice supply of eggs.

Students in grades 5-8 enjoyed weekly dance 
lessons, learning Israeli folk dancing as well as 
other ballroom classics such as the cha-cha, tango, 
salsa, waltz and rumba - over a period of 12 

weeks, thanks to a partnership with Dynasty Dance 
Clubs. 

Competitive sports at Community Day include 
cross country running, girls’ volleyball, basketball, 
tennis, soccer, co-ed flag football, and golf. Last 
year, our flag football team finished with a record 
of 3-2, the first winning season in five years. The 
varsity tennis team won the 2018 Florida Gulf 
Coast League Tennis Championships, triumphing 
over the five other private schools in the league 
and finishing with a 7-0 record.

Community Day’s club offerings provide the 
opportunity to refine skills in a current interest or 
take up something completely new. Clubs include 
archery, hip-hop dance, chess, karate, yoga, 
healthy baking, Entrepreneur’s Club, Israel Club, 
yoga, and more.

Educational
Expeditions Enhancements
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We are grateful to the individuals, foundations and businesses that have supported our school and its 
programs and events. We could not do it without you!

List represents contributions made from July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018. We apologize for any omissions 
or errors.

Richard Ohlsson
Kate & Eric Pressman
Brittany & Ian Parisi
Debra & Ernest Parisi
Linda & George Pearce
Pennie Dermatology & Skin 
Surgery Center
Chase Pettey
Alan Plush
POP YACHTS
Jim Ramen
Elise & James Ramer
Melissa & David Reichel
Ulrika Regnander & Chris 
Johnson 
Michael Ritter
Betty & Ed Rosenthal
Courtney & Eric Rosenthal
Sue Rosin*
Nancy Roucher
Arlene & Barry Salman
Annette & Sasha Saltzberg
Rachel & Darren Saltzberg*
Steven Saltzberg
Robin & Bryant Samuel
Sanofi Foundation of North 
America
Daryl & Ronald Schaefer
Herbert H. Schiff Foundation 
Inc.

Visionary

Anonymous
Ruth & Alan Ades
Debbie Allen
Amelia & Zachary Anderson
Leanne Artigas
Miriam & Michael Averbuch
Molly Ballow
Band Law Group, P.L.
Deidre Baird & Matthew Wilding 
Judith & Sal Barzilay
Samantha & Bradley Beebe
Renata Berg & Frank Gammicchia 
Elizabeth Bertelsen & Andre 
Hoefer 
Benjamin Berman
Joannie & Jeffrey Bloch
Fred Bloom
Colleen & Mitch Blumenthal*

Rachel Bornander
Bennett Borsuk
Grace & Jim Brady
Janice & Michael Braga
Rebekah & Adam Bragg
Sophann & Christopher Bretz
Melissa & Casey Broadbent
Judith Bronstein
Barbara Bush
Cardiology Center of Englewood
Jenna Carver
Lynda Carver
Sarah & John Casey
Katherine & Dan Ceaser*
Heather & Michael Chadwick
Edie & David Chaifetz
Sandi Chapnick
Nina Chase

Manuel Chepote
David Chessler
Katherine & Tony Clements
Allison & Andrew Cohen
Holly & Douglas Cohen
Tamara Comeaux
Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County
Lydia & Jack Corn
Sarah Cortese
Andrea & Jack Cox
Diana & Carlos Cuellar
Silke & Derek Cuff
Eiza and Hugh Culverhouse 
Family Foundation
Lindsay & Michael D’Agostino
Stacey & Robert Edelman
Deborah Edwards
Divina & Ori Elan
Lorene Erickson
Amy & Christopher Esper
Lynn Eure
Dana & Douglas Fabiani
Renee & Brett Farmer
Donna & Don Farmer
Jean & Gregory Farrington
Goldie Feldman
Jacqueline Figueroa
Lauren & Steven Fineman
Kelly Fitzgerald & Michael 
Frandsen 
Ruth & Bruce Fleeger
The Florida Kindergarten 
Council, Inc.
Florikan

George Barrie Foundation
Jidane Ghamra
Jenny & Brian Glassmoyer
Rabbis Elaine & Brenner 
Glickman
Herbert Gofman
Debbie & Aaron Goldberg
Rosalie Goldberg*
Juliana & Martin Grebing
Wilma Hamilton
Maria Hedman-Sinift & John 
Sinift 
Laura Hershorin*
Richard Hershorin*
Tiffany & Howard Higgins
Linda & George Hoffberger
Jordana & Tyler Hollen
Sarah Hryniewicz
Cheryl & Donald Hughes
INfluence Style
Joanna Jackowska & Keith 
Blessitt 
John Janes
Jewish Family & Children’s 
Service
Katie & Jeffrey Jones
Anastasia Karas & Tom Brady 
Arthur S. Karp Family 
Foundation Inc.
Wendy & Michael Katz*
Barbara Katz
Marty & Jonathan Katz
Negin & Roger Kaufman
Kerkering, Barberio & Co.
Sandra Kligman
Cynthia & Phillip Koenreich
Jennifer & Stephen Kucera
Kimberly & Harrison La
Seth & Heather Labinger
Valeria LaFirenza & Alessando 
Rossi 
Randelle & Bob Landman*
Law Office of Andrew Rosin P.A.
Frank Levey
Pamela Levinson
Phil Lieberman

Jennifer Lieberman
Keren Shani-Lifrak & Joshua 
Lifrak 
Stephanie & Apolonio Lirio
Shelley Lister
Little Town Smiles
Ing-Marie Malkin
Jill & Chris Malkin
Leslie Malkin
Andrew Marcus
Jennifer & Todd Masters
Larissa & Rony Mayer
Roslyn Mazur
Mediterraneo
Angelique & Matthew Medvesky
Amy & David Meese
Sabrina & Ken Meredith
Sharon & Dennis Mihale
Amanda Moffett
Josh Moffett
Molina Dorthiac
Louisa & Jeff Moscow
Marjorie Murray
Neal Communities
Neurology of Cannabis (Daniel P. 
Stein M.D.)
Tim and Lilian Nilson
Nikki Sedacca Enterprises, Inc.
Audrey O’Connell & Frank 
Samson 

Supporters
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Betty Schoenbaum
Tanya & David Schreibman
Hardy Schwartz
Carl Serrano
Joyce Serrano
Steven Seymour
Kimberly Sheintal
Denise & Michael Shereff
Svetlana Shulman
Allison Silver
SRQ Dentistry
Iris Starr*
Susan & Albert Stickley
Blair & Edward Stolarski
Lindsay & Robert Sweeting
Ashley & Tyson Swenson
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood
Michelle & David Turner
Zulfiia Tursunova
Leonie Van Passel & Julio 
Cantero 
Tarcy Vasile
Adam Volpert
Lily Volpert
Rebekah and Daniel Weber
Kyla & David Weiner*
Melissa & Michael Werbow
Myra & Allan Werbow
John Werbow
Patti & David Wertheimer*
Elizabeth & Stefan Wild
Jane Wyatt
Judith Yaeger
 
*Life and Legacy Members

Financials
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