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The Hershorin Schiff Community 

Day School offers an exemplary 

academic program, recognizing 

the wonderful and unique gifts of 

every child, helping each achieve 

his/her highest academic 

potential. We are a school with a 

soul where students are guided 

through Jewish traditions and 

universal values with respect for 

all people and their diverse 

backgrounds. 

Safe & Small  Reggio & Project-based Learning  All Faiths 

 

      Our commitment is to form a relationship with each child 
and family, to know each child beyond their statistics, and to 
help each child grow academically, socially and emotionally. 
We believe that parents are the primary influence in a child’s 
life, and that any quality program, be it at the preschool or 
middle school level, must actively include and nurture the 
parent-child-teacher-school relationship. All students have an 
intrinsic need to be a part of a community in their school 
setting – a community that is built on the importance of 
relationships. We are a school where the words “teacher”, 
“mentor”, and “coach” are the same, where students know the 
teachers know them, where they are valued and respected, 
and where they are challenged to excel.  
     We believe that the consequences of an education that 
focuses only on proficiency in reading and mathematics, and 
that is devoid of rich educational experiences, limits the 
possibilities for our children to experience real world op
portunities that go beyond the skill level. As a school we are, 
first and foremost, committed to providing a strong and solid 
foundation of skills. Our curriculum exceeds county and state 
standards and reflects national standards of education. 
However, at our school we also pride ourselves on teaching for 
relevance and understanding, teaching 21st century skills. The 
old-school model of passively learning facts and reciting them 
out of context is no longer sufficient to prepare students to 
succeed in today’s world. Solving highly complex problems 
requires that students of all ages have both fundamental skills 
(reading, writing, and math) and digital-age skills 
(collaboration, communication, teamwork, problem solving, 
research gathering, time management, information 

synthesizing, and utilizing high tech tools).  
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Project-Based Learning  
     Our program stresses the importance of 
integration throughout all of our classrooms. It is what 
separates us from the other schools in the area, and is 
something in which we take great pride. 
Understanding project-based integration across the 
curriculum, and how it is implemented in the 
classroom, is crucial to our success. Project-based 
learning is an integral component of our curriculum. A 
project is an in-depth investigation of a real-world 
topic worthy of students’ effort and study. In project-
based learning, students work in teams to explore 
real-world problems and create presentations to 
share what they have learned. Compared with 
learning solely from textbooks, this approach has 
many benefits for students, including: deeper 
knowledge of subject matter, increased self-direction 
and motivation; improved research and problem-
solving skills; and essential understandings. One of 
the major advantages of project work is that it 
connects school to real life. 
 

Teaching for Understanding 
By focusing on the big ideas, we are able to 

avoid superficial content coverage and concentrate 

on the essential questions. Evidence of understanding 

is a greater challenge than test scores. Student 

engagement and effective teacher questioning 

provides a more effective basis for a rigorous 

curriculum. Our small class sizes allow us the 

opportunity to not only provide a curriculum that is 

intellectually challenging but also ensures that all 

students have equal access to learning and that we 

meet the needs of all of our students.  

     In the early childhood years, the Reggio Emilia 
philosophy allows for projects that stem wholly from 
the children’s current interests and explorations based 
on their everyday, real-world interactions and 
experiences. At the early childhood level, project 
work is designed to provide the part of the curriculum 
in which children are encouraged to make their own 
decisions and choices – usually in cooperation with 
their peers and in consultation with their teachers. We 
know that such work increases children’s confidence at 
an early age about their own intellectual powers, 
and strengthens their disposition to continue learning. 
Children are given endless ways and opportunities to 
express themselves. A Reggio-inspired curriculum also 
focuses a child’s interaction with nature and his/her 
environment. Early childhood classrooms provide a 
gentle, home-like ambiance. Objects and materials 

are provided to peak the children’s curiosity and 
stimulate inquiry. The process of the exploration and 
study of the project is documented through project 
panels allowing our young children an opportunity to 
reflect on their experiences and work, show their 
understanding, and also to demonstrate that adults 
see their work as worthy and important.  
 
     For our kindergarten through eighth grade 
students, project-based learning becomes curriculum 
fueled and standards based. Project-based learning 
addresses the required content standards, often 
centering on science and social studies. With project-
based learning, the inquiry process starts with a 
driving question and lends itself to collaborative 
projects that integrate various subjects within the 
curriculum. Essential questions are asked that direct 
students to encounter the major elements and 
principles of a discipline i.e., “What is a civilization? 
What happens when cultures collide?” Project-based 
learning asks students to investigate issues and topics 
addressing real-world problems by integrating 
subjects across the curriculum. The beauty of an 
integrated curriculum is that writing skills are not 
being taught only in the language arts classroom, and 
“Rome” is not being studied in isolation with the social 
studies teacher. Rather, students are asked to 
produce an authentic project demonstrating their 
knowledge of history using their writing skills. This 
allows for an understanding of the connections 
between concepts, curriculums, and real-world 
applications.  

 

     The Reggio philosophy and project-based 

learning allows our preschool-eighth grade students 

to take curriculum to a higher level by direct and 

focused “real-world” study as well as collaboration 

with community resources and experts in the field. By 

creating bridges between and across subjects, 

students view knowledge holistically, rather than 

looking at isolated facts. Starting with the Reggio 

philosophy at the youngest ages and progressively 

becoming more complex with project-based learning 

in the upper grades, students explore, make 

judgments, interpret, and synthesize information in 

meaningful ways. The culmination of our students’ 

research and investigations occurs during “Learning 

on Display” when students have an opportunity to 

exhibit, explain, and teach the relevance and 

meaning of their work to other students, parents, and 

community members.  
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     Our quality Reggio-based program is founded on not only 
what is appropriate for a given age group but also what is 
individually appropriate for each child. In our Early Childhood 
Learning Center activities are planned and materials chosen 
carefully, based on our understanding of children and their 
development. We are committed to the belief that children learn 
by hands-on doing, progressing at their own speed through 
exploration and discovery. Our belief is that learning is all 
about making connections. This is done by creative projects and 
thematic units, so that different aspects of the curriculum 
naturally coexist.  Projects and thematic units that are initiated 
by the children’s interests and curiosity are in-depth studies 
undertaken by a small group of children of a particular 
topic or theme worthy of study. 
     Although each age group calls for its own set of goals, 
in general, the JLWECLC staff strives to: 
 

 Enhance self-esteem, self sufficiency and feelings 
    of self worth 

 Foster creativity 

           Stimulate cognitive development 

 Provide a language and print rich environment 

 Encourage fine and gross motor development 

 Promote pro-social behaviors and responsibility 
    for self and others 

 Provide an introduction to Judaism for young 
    children and their families 

 Provide individual attention to children by 
    maintaining a low teacher to student ratio 

 Promote an ethnically and culturally diverse 
    classroom environment 
 

     Our program also implements the High Scope curriculum that 
is consistent with our developmental and academic goals for 
children which promotes learning and development in each of 
the following Approaches to Learning: Language Literacy and 
Communication, Social and Emotional Development, Physical 
Development, Health, and Well-Being, and Arts and Sciences. 
Our curriculum aligns with the FKC and FCIS Accreditation 
Criteria. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Justin Lee Wiesner Early 

Childhood Learning Center prides 

itself on running a developmentally 

appropriate program based on the 

Reggio Emilia philosophy which 

provides a good beginning and 

enhances a child’s joy of learning.  

     A child’s early learning 

experiences form the foundation for 

educational success. Valid 

assessment tools are used to 

determine placement for each child 

in the educational program which 

most effectively meets his or her 

needs. An effective Reggio-inspired 

curriculum provides many 

opportunities for creative and 

cognitive learning situations which 

are suited to the maturational levels 

of young children. which in turn 

results in positive and enthusiastic 

attitudes towards academic study in 

the future. 

A Developmentally Appropriate Preschool Program 

         Justin Lee Wiesner Early Childhood Learning Center 
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 Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to engage throughout their 
preschool day with teaching staff who 
are attentive and responsive to them, and 
facilitate their social competence and their 
ability to learn through interacting with 
others. 
 
 
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to recognize and name their 
own and others’ feelings. 
 
 
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to learn the skills needed 
to regulate their emotions, behavior, and 
attention. 
 
 
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to develop a sense of 
competence and positive attitude toward 
learning, such as persistence, engagement, 
curiosity, and mastery. 
 
 
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to develop skills for entering 
into social groups, developing friendships, 
learning to help, and other pro-social 
behaviors. 

  
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to interact positively, 
respectfully, and cooperatively with others; 
learn from and with one another, and 
resolve conflicts in constructive ways. 
 
 
Children have varied opportunities to 
learn to understand, empathize with, 
and take into account other people’s 
perspectives. 
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Social-Emotional Development 

 

 

 

Our Early Childhood Learning Center incorporates Jewish traditions and customs into a program that is inclusive 

of all faiths and values. Children are provided with positive Jewish experiences through a variety of activities, 

including holiday celebrations, Hebrew language, blessings and a weekly Shabbat celebration. Our classrooms 

are communities for children of all backgrounds. The Jewish calendar is full of ways to teach children how to 

stay in touch with their natural sense of wonder. We say blessings at mealtime, point out the beauty of the 

Jewish holidays and culture, and acknowledge the wonder of the miracles in nature, to help children frame a 

spiritual moment. In our preschool, we relate the stories of the Bible (Adam & Eve, Moses, Joseph and his 

brothers, etc.) by making connections for all of our students. We integrate Jewish values and ethics, such as 

Tzedakah (acts of charity), Mitzvot (good deeds), Gmilut Chassadim (compassion toward others) and Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world). 

            Jewish Learning 

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING CENTER CURRICULM GUIDELINES 
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Children are provided with an 
environment that allows them to move 
freely and achieve mastery of their bodies 
through self-initiated movement. They 
have multiple and varied opportunities to 
practice emerging skills in coordination, 
movement, and balance, as well as 
perceptual-motor integration. 
 
 
Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to develop fine-motor skills 
by acting on their environments using 
their hands and fingers in a variety of age- 
appropriate 
ways. 
 
 
Children are provided with multiple and 
varied opportunities and materials that 
support fine-motor development. 
 
 
Children have varied opportunities and 
are provided equipment to engage in large 
motor experiences that: 
 

 Stimulate a variety of skills 

 Enhance sensory-motor integration 

 Develop controlled movement 
     (balance, strength, coordination) 

 Enable children with varying abilities 
     to have large-motor experiences 
     similar to those of their peers 

 Range from familiar to new and 
     challenging 

 Help them learn physical games with 
     rules and structure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children are provided with opportunities 
for language acquisition that align with 
our preschool program philosophy, 
consider our family perspectives as well as 
community perspectives. 
 

 
Children are provided opportunities 
to experience oral and written 
communication in a language their family 
uses or understands. 
 

 
Children have varied opportunities 
to develop competence in verbal and 
nonverbal communication by responding 
to questions; communicating needs, 
thoughts, and experiences; and describing 
things and events. 
 

 
Children have varied opportunities 
to develop vocabulary through 
conversations, experiences, field trips, and 
books. 
 
Children who are non-verbal are provided 
alternative communication strategies. 
 
Children have varied opportunities and 
materials that encourage them to have 
discussions to solve problems that are 
interpersonal and those that are related to 
the physical world. 
 

 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that 
encourage them to engage in discussions 
with one another. 

. 

Physical Development 

Language Development 
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Children have varied opportunities 
to experience books, songs, rhymes, and 
routine games through 
 

 Individualized play that 
     includes simple rhymes, songs, and 
     sequences of gestures (ex: finger 
     plays, peek-a-boo, patty-cake, This 
     Little Piggy) 

 Daily opportunities to hear 
     and respond to various types of 
     books including picture books, 
     wordless books, and books with rhyme 

 Access to durable books that 
     enable independent exploration 

 Experiences that help them 
     understand that pictures represent 
     real things in their environment 
 
Children have opportunities to become 
familiar with print. They are actively 
involved in making sense of print, and 
they have opportunities to become 
familiar with, recognize, and use print that 
is accessible throughout the classroom: 
 

 Items belonging to a child are 
     labeled with his or her name 

 Materials are labeled 

 Print is used to describe some rules 
     and routines 

 Teaching staff help children 
     recognize print and connect it to 
     spoken words 

 
 Children have varied opportunities to 
be read books in an engaging manner in 
group or individualized settings. 

 

     Be read to regularly in individualized 
    ways including one-to-one or in 
    small groups of two to six children 

 Explore books on their own and have 
    places that are conducive to the 
    quiet enjoyment of books 

 Have access to various types of 
    books, including storybooks, factual 
    books, books with rhymes, alphabet 
    books, and wordless books 

 Be read the same book on repeated 
     occasions 

 Retell and reenact events in storybooks 

 Engage in conversations that help 
    them understand the content of the book. 

 Be assisted in linking books to 
     other aspects of the curriculum 

 Identify the parts of books and 
    differentiate print from pictures 
 

 
 

 
 

Cognitive Development: Literacy 
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Children have multiple and varied 
opportunities to write: 
 

 Writing materials and activities are 
    readily available in art, dramatic 
    play, and other learning centers 

 Various types of writing are 
    supported including scribbling, 
    letter-like marks, and developmental 
    spelling 

 Children have daily opportunities 
    to write or dictate their ideas 

 Children are provided needed 
    assistance in writing the words 
    and messages they are trying to 
    communicate 

 Children are given the support 
    they need to write on their own, 
    including access to the alphabet 
    and to printed words about topics 
    of current interest, both of which 
    are made available at eye level or   
    on laminated cards 

 Children see teaching staff model 
    functional use of writing and are 
    helped to discuss the many ways 
    writing is used in daily life 

 
 
 
 
Children are regularly provided multiple 
and varied opportunities to develop 
phonological awareness: 
 

 Children are encouraged to play 
     with the sounds of language, 
     including syllables, word families, 
     and phonemes, using rhymes, poems, 
     songs, and finger plays 

 Children are helped to identify 
     letters and the sounds they 
     represent 

 Children are helped to recognize   
     and produce words that have the    
     same beginning or ending sounds 

 Children’s self-initiated efforts to 
     write letters that represent the 
     sound of words are supported 
 
 
Children are given opportunities to 
recognize and write letters. 
 
 
Children have access to books and writing 
materials throughout the classroom. 
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Children are provided varied opportunities and 
materials to: 

 Use language, gestures, and 
    materials to convey mathematical 
    concepts such as more and less and 
    big and small 

 See and touch different shapes, 
    sizes, colors, and patterns  

 Build number awareness, using 
    objects in the environment 

 Read books that include counting 
    and shapes 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials to categorize 
by one or two attributes such as shape, 
size, and color. 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that 
encourage them to integrate mathematical 
terms into everyday conversation. 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that help 
them understand the concept of 
measurement by using standard and nonstandard 
units of measurement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials to understand 
basic concepts of geometry by, for example, 
naming and recognizing two- and three-
dimensional shapes and recognizing how 
figures are composed of different shapes. 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities to build an understanding 
of time in the context of their lives, 
schedules, and routines. 
 
 
 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that help 
them recognize and name repeating 
patterns. 
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Cognitive Development: Mathematics 
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Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials to use their 
senses to learn about objects in the 
environment, discover that they can make 
things happen, and solve simple problems. 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials to learn key 
content and principles of science such as: 
 

 The difference between living and 
    nonliving things (e.g., plants versus 
    rocks) and life cycles of various 
    organisms (e.g., plants, butterflies, 
    humans) 

 Earth and sky (e.g., seasons; 
    weather; geologic features; light and 
    shadow; sun, moon, and stars) 

 Structure and property of matter 
    (e.g., characteristics that include 
    concepts such as hard and soft, 
    floating and sinking) and behavior 
    of materials (e.g., transformation of 
    liquids and solids by dissolving or 
    melting) 
 
 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that 
encourage them to use the five senses to 
observe, explore, and experiment with 
scientific phenomena. 
 
 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities to use simple tools to 
observe objects and scientific phenomena. 
 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials to collect 
data and to represent and document 
their findings (e.g., through drawing or 
graphing). 
 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that 
encourage them to think, question, and 
reason about observed and inferred 
phenomena. 
 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that 
encourage them to discuss scientific 
concepts in everyday conversation. 
 
 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities and materials that help 
them learn and use scientific terminology 
and vocabulary associated with the 
content areas. 
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Cognitive Development: Science 
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Children are provided varied 
opportunities to gain an appreciation of 
art, music, drama, and dance in ways that 
reflect cultural diversity. 
 
 
Toddlers/twos are provided varied 
opportunities to explore and manipulate 
age-appropriate art materials. 
 
 
Toddlers/twos have varied opportunities 
to express themselves creatively through 
freely moving to music. 
 
 
Toddlers/twos have varied opportunities 
to engage in pretend or imaginative play. 
 
 
 

Children are provided varied 
opportunities to learn new concepts and 
vocabulary related to art, music, drama, 
and dance. 
 

 
Children are provided varied 
opportunities to develop and widen their 
repertoire of skills that support artistic 
expression (e.g., cutting, gluing, and 
caring for tools). 
 
 
 

Children are provided many and varied 
open-ended opportunities and materials 
to express themselves creatively through 
music, drama, dance and two and three 
dimensional art. 
 
 
 

Children have opportunities to respond to 
the art of other children and adults. 
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Creative Expression and Appreciation for the Arts 

Preschool Guideline References: 
• Infant Toddler and Preschool Child Observation Record, Highscope Press, Highscope Educational Resources 2003 
• National Association for the Education of Young Children, Early Childhood Programs Standards and 
Accreditation Criteria, 2005 
• D T Dodge, LJ Colker, C Heroman, Creative Curriculum Press, 4th Edition, 2002 
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     There is considerable attention to curriculum 
development, classroom materials and a variety of 
assessment tools in order to meet the needs of 
all students, recognizing that students work at different paces, 
on different levels and in different ways. Each child moves 
through the curriculum scope and sequence continuum at his/her 
own pace. Formative assessment is the key. Careful attention is 
placed on programs and learning materials to meet a wide 
range of abilities, starting with the student that may need a 
little extra support to those working well above grade 
level. Dialogue across grade levels about the needs of 
the students is priority. Learning and teaching is far more than 
following along in a program. 
     In Language Arts, it is understood that not all 
children become readers and writers at the same time. 
Tools are provided for all students to make sure they have a 
solid foundation in reading and writing. Through small group 
and leveled instruction students make the transition from 
learning to read, to reading to learn. Instruction focuses 
on more complex comprehension strategies as the students apply  
reading and writing skills through engaging projects and 
real world experiences. 
     Mathematically, children also work to attain a solid 
foundation in the basic skills while working daily on 
developing problem solving strategies. Math classes 
among primary, intermediate and middle school are 
scheduled so students can be placed in their appropriate 
math group. Because a student may be two years 
advanced in math, does not mean that the same student 
is also advanced in reading and writing. Students are regularly 
assessed to insure proper placement. 
     In science and social studies, students study through in-depth 
projects where driving and essential questions inspire them to 
want to know. As opposed to the traditional text book coverage 
approach, standards are clustered in order to offer more in-
depth, meaningful units of study and thorough understanding of 
the concepts and processes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kindergarten-eighth 

grade program has always 

focused on the whole 

child as an individual with 

different interests, learning 

styles, strengths and areas 

needing further growth. 

Each child’s individual spiritual, 

educational, social and 

emotional needs are addressed 

and met. 

 

 

 

Focusing on the Whole Child 

         Upper School K - 8 
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     Throughout the school, science and social studies 
often provide the springboard for units and projects 
that spark curiosity in all the students. Through the 
use of multiple intelligences, student projects become 
personalized to the student’s strengths and areas 
of expertise. Language arts and math skills are 
put to the test through real-world application during 
preparation for the school’s Learning on Display 
exhibitions.  For Learning on Display events, the 
campus is transformed into a hands-on showcase of 
what the students have been, and are studying. All 
content areas work collaboratively to create 
extensive displays.  The students are the docents and 
guests include parents, community leaders and 
educators who have participated in our units 
throughout the year.  With the culmination of these 
special evenings the learning becomes meaningful.  
The students have a sense of purpose and take pride 
in sharing what they know. 
 
     Meeting educational needs is only part of 
the commitment to students. As a school founded on 
Judaic principles, embracing all faiths is an 
important cornerstone of the school. Students grow in 
their understanding and appreciation of the Jewish 
traditions and beliefs as well as those of other 
religions. Students develop an appreciation and 
understanding of the Jewish faith; however, universal 
values are at the root of all we do, and children of 
all faiths feel valued.  All students are touched by 
the daily prayers spoken at meals, their study of 
Jewish holidays and traditions, and through sharing 
as a school community at Friday’s Shabbat 
celebration. K-2 students have a general religion 
class twice a week that focuses on holidays, 
traditions and celebrations. 

 
     In an effort to meet the needs of a student 
body of many faiths, when students reach eight 
years of age (3rd grade), they choose from one of 
two Religious Studies and two language electives. 
Jewish Studies places emphasis on the Judaic beliefs, 
prayer and liturgy. For students of a different faith 
or on a different path, World Religions investigates 
the major religions of the world through holidays, 
traditions, life cycles and religious texts and 
philosophies. 3-8 grade students also have the 
choice of studying Hebrew or Spanish. Language 
classes meet three times and Religious Studies meet 
twice a week. K-2 students also attend weekly 
foreign language classes. 
     The K-8 curriculum also has opportunities for 
students to explore and shine in the related arts 
classes. All students participate in Art,  STEM, 
Agriculture, Theater, Dance, PE and a variety of 
Music programs. For students interested in athletics, 
there are JV and Varsity sports in basketball, flag 
football, volleyball, and tennis. Fitness related clubs 
are offered in the After Care program, as well as 
Dance, Drama, Karate, Gymnastics, Literature, 
Cooking and a variety of other extracurricular 
activities. 
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The primary program consists of kindergarten, first and second grade. Students are multi-aged for 
reading groups and mathematics. The learning objectives are combined with students’ interests and talents 
in order to create authentic learning experiences. Through a team teaching approach, reaching academic 
and social potential is facilitated. Each child’s social and emotional development is equally as important as 
his/her academic growth. 
 

The focus in all academic areas 
is risk-taking, problem-solving 
and increasing independence. 
Children work independently or in 
small groups with those who have 
similar learning needs, thereby 
providing remediation, acceleration, 
enrichment and collaboration. 

         Primary Program:  K—2 

Primary Language Arts 

     The language arts curriculum is a balanced 
literacy program consisting of listening and oral 
communication, shared reading, phonological 
awareness/phonics, spelling, guided reading 
(flexible leveled reading groups), reading 
fluency, comprehension strategies, vocabulary 
development, literacy workshops, handwriting, 
writing process, traits of good writing, forms 
of writing, grammar and on-going assessments. 
Our classrooms are literature-rich environments 
with authentic opportunities for real reading 
and writing. The primary team understands the 
wide spectrum of development in their young 
learners. The students in our program range 
from early emergent readers through fluent 
readers. Flexible leveled reading groups allow 
students to master complex steps in the reading 
process at their own pace. All students have 
a Language Arts portfolio which documents 
growth in all Language Arts areas (K-8) and shows 
their placement on the continuum. 
 
 

 
 

Instructional Materials: Lucy Calkin’s Units of Study: Reading and Writing; 
The Wright Group: Story Box, Story Basket; Wright Skills; Gear Up; 
Handwriting without Tears; Great Source: Write Source; Write Traits; 
Developmental Reading Assessment, The Daily 5; Various library & teacher 
resources 
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     Students work in leveled math groups in 
the Saxon Math series. The teachers assess 
students at the beginning of each year to place 
students in their appropriate math group and 
continue assessments throughout the year. Math 
manipulatives are used to help students gain 
‘hands-on’ understanding of concepts. Teachers 
supplement with problem solving resources, 
games and additional practice opportunities 
in order to foster a transfer from concrete 
understanding to paper and pencil work. 
     The primary math program is a hands-on, 
success-oriented program that emphasizes 
manipulatives and mental mathematics. It 
is designed for a multi-sensory approach to 
teaching and enables all children to develop 
a solid foundation in the language and basic 
concepts of mathematics. The program is based 
upon incremental development, continual 
practice and review, and regular, cumulative  
assessments. Content is divided into five 
components: Class Meeting, Direct Lesson 
Instruction, Written Practice, Fact Practice and 
Assessments. 
     All students have a math portfolio that documents 
benchmarks. 
 
Primary Math Courses: Saxon K/1, Saxon 1, Saxon 
2 and Saxon 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Primary Grades Major Science Units of Study are listed 
in the Curriculum Map. All units are based on the  
State and National Standards. 
 

     Science is more than a body of facts. 
Scientific inquiry and the process by which 
these inquiries are answered are the basis for the 
Science Program. Developing in-depth scientific 
process and lab skills is the primary goal. Students 
are actively learning the scientific process through 
whole and small group science projects and 
experiments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The very same process skills used by scientists 
in the field are the foundation for all of the 
learning that takes place in the classrooms. Process 
skills are revisited at all grade levels in order to 
ensure that the scientific process is mastered 
not as a set of rules but as ways of finding 
answers. Students are active participants, acting 
as mathematicians, scientists and technologists 
as they wrestle with problems facing their world 
such as environmental dangers. The program 
addresses challenges, emulating the work of 
experts in the field, complemented by projects 
and hands-on experiments. Science is the 
springboard for interdisciplinary project work 
that is exhibited at Learning on Display. 
 
 
Instructional Materials: Project Based Learning in the 
Elementary Grades, Buck Institute for Education; Variety of 
supplemental library and Internet resources 

Primary Mathematics Primary Science 
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Primary Grades Major Social Studies Units of Study are 
listed in the Curriculum Map. All units are based on the 
State and National Standards. 
 

     History, Geography and Social Studies 
emphasize the interdependent nature of humanity.  
It is crucial that students know about people, places 
and their impact on our global community. Students 
learn to draw upon the experiences of people 
through hands-on projects, learning expeditions and 
interaction with real world experiences, acquiring 
skills to become informed citizens. Students move 
from learning about themselves and their own 
lifestyles to exploring the histories of world cultures. 
Through this study of societies, students will come to 
celebrate and appreciate the world’s diversity. 
Through discussions, primary sources, hands-on 
projects, guest speakers, learning expeditions and 
relevant literature, the student is drawn into cultural 
awareness. Community Day strives to integrate as 
many elements as possible into the social studies 
curriculum, utilizing literature, music, art and a wealth 
of community resources. 
 
 

Instructional Materials: Project Based Learning in the 
Elementary Grades, Buck Institute for Education; Exploring 
Where & Why;  Classroom Atlas by Nystrom; Variety of 
library and Internet resources 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     As part of the formal religion curriculum, all K-2 
students learn about Judaism.  Students get a taste 
of Judaism with a focus on holiday celebrations 
including customs, symbols, rituals and 
vocabulary.  Students are also introduced to Jewish 
values such as giving tzedaka, how to treat other 
people and helping others in need that are 
coordinated with themes in the general studies 
curriculum.  Students of all faiths in K-2 receive a 
strong foundation in Jewish life and an introduction 
to the Hebrew language. 
     In kindergarten through second grade, students 
have a trimester each of Hebrew, Spanish and 
French.  Throughout the early elementary grades, 
students are exposed to languages through song, 
movement, games and literature. 

 
 

*Hebrew Through Movement, Jewish Education Center of 

Cleveland, 2012; Variety of library and Internet foreign 
language resources  

           
     Program goals for social and emotional 
growth include: verbal problem solving, 
increasing independence to deal with social 
interaction and routines; building resiliency and 
risk-taking by supporting self-esteem; modeling 
and guiding children’s interactions to help each 
behave as a positive role model; developing 
more self-control and acknowledging responsibility 
for actions; thinking about choices in reacting to 
different situations; and promoting respect and 
acceptance for different learning styles and 
strengths. Through Caring School Community* class 
meetings, students are taught how to communicate, 
take responsibility and problem solve. Behaviors that 
are expected not only in the classroom and 
playground but also throughout the school and at 
home are taught, modeled and practiced. These 
include listening, partnering, fairness, helpfulness, 
caring, and contributing different ideas to a 
discussion. A cross-age Buddies program pairs 
younger and older children for joint academic and 
recreational activities. 
 

*Developmental Studies Center ©2009 

Primary Social Studies Primary Religious Studies   

& World Languages 

Primary Social & Emotional 
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     The intermediate program includes third and fourth grade students.  Students are multi-aged for various 
content areas including reading groups and mathematics. Believing that each child is an individual with 
different academic, emotional, and social needs, every effort is made to meet those needs. Students grow 
in ability and confidence, while developing independence and a sense of self-worth. The philosophy for the  
intermediate grades stresses a love for learning and fosters independent thinking. By implementing the 
project approach, students are encouraged to make connections between classroom learning and real 
world application. This is developed by aligning the core curriculum in order for students to explore and 
gain in-depth knowledge of various topics studied. An integral part of the elementary program is the 
consistent communication provided to both students and parents. Students are guided to put forth their best 
effort in all areas of the school day. These high expectations allow for a smooth and successful transition  
developmentally, socially, and academically into middle school. 

 
     Learning does not always take place inside the 
classroom setting. Learning expeditions stem 
from the project-based units being studied in the 
classroom and take the students outside 
the classroom to utilize community resources. The learning 
process, where students are working 
toward the same goal in a project-based environment, 
allows growth of individual interests and cooperative 
learning. For every student to be successful,  
study skills are infused into their everyday learning. In 
order to properly assess students’ understanding, the 
teachers facilitate time for students to reflect on their own 
work. 
 
 
 

 
 

  Intermediate Program: 3—4 

 

Intermediate Language Arts 

 

 

 

 
 

     Language Arts in the intermediate grades 
includes reading, vocabulary development, spelling, 
writing, grammar and handwriting. Students are 
grouped homogenously across third and fourth 
grades for leveled guided reading groups. Reading 
levels are assessed at the beginning of the school 
year to provide appropriate placements and are 
reassessed often to ensure proper advancement. 
Students work on reading fluency as well as complex 
reading comprehension strategies. 

      
 
 
 
     Writing involves direct teacher instruction on the 
writing process including specific lessons on the traits 
of good writing. Students learn many forms of 
writing and write for a variety of reasons. 
Grammar, usage and mechanics are developed in 
both third and fourth grades with a variety of 
components including direct instruction and student 
practice. Grammar is applied directly to their class 
writing assignments.  
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      Spelling is taught through a thorough review of 
phonics strategies and major spelling patterns. The 
focus of the spelling program is the understanding 
and application of the strategies and patterns in 
addition to the mastery of spelling the frequently 
used words list. All students have a Language Arts 
portfolio which documents growth in all Language 
Arts areas (K-8). 
 

     The language arts reading program carries over 
what has been learned at the primary level to 
ensure successful readers and writers in the 
intermediate level. Through the use of the Lucy 
Calkin’s reading and writing Units of Study, students 
are guided individually through the program. 
Reading materials are selected by the student to 
capitalize on their interests and to assure they are 
highly motivated. The reading program includes 
leveled guided reading groups, novel studies, short 
stories and poetry in addition to self-chosen 
materials.  
     Spelling continues to be taught and reviewed 
through the review of phonetic strategies as well as 
spelling patterns and word study. In addition, a 
vocabulary textbook is used to assist vocabulary 
development.  
     To become well-developed writers, there is 
continued focus on the writing process. The students 
continually go through the entire writing process, 
which entails heavy revising. This requires students to 
apply grammar, mechanics, and sentence structure in 
context. Extra practice with grammar in isolation is 
also a component of the language arts block. All 
students have a language arts portfolio which 
documents growth in all language arts areas (K-8) 
and indicates their placement on the scope and 
sequence chart. 
 
Instructional Materials: Lucy Calkin’s Units of Study: 
Reading and Writing; The Wright Group: Pathways, 
Wright Skills, Gear Up and Explore More; Novel Studies: 
a variety of novel studies. Handwriting without Tears; 
Prentice Hall: Everyday Spelling; Sadler Oxford: 
Vocabulary; Great Source: Write Source, Write Traits; 
Developmental Reading Assessment; Assorted 
supplemental library and Internet resources 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     T 
      

      
     The Saxon program continues in the 
intermediate grades and moves students from 
foundational math skills through Course 2 (7th grade 
math). Each level contains a series of daily lessons 
covering all areas of general mathematics. 
Each lesson presents an incremental portion 
of mathematical content that builds on prior 
knowledge and understanding. Included within 
each lesson is a problem set providing daily 
practice on mathematical concepts that students 
have covered since the beginning of the year. 
There are five components to the lessons: Homework 
Correction, Warm Up Activity (including fact practice 
and problem solving strategies), Lesson Presentation 
and Practice Problems, Problem Set Work and 
Student Assessment. 
     The Saxon philosophy helps students build 
on prior learning, incrementally presenting 
new material and concepts. These concepts 
are revisited throughout the year, rather than 
presented in isolated units. The use of 
manipulatives is often employed to help students 
understand these new concepts more concretely. 
During the course of the week, students take 
Mad Minutes to hone their math facts skills. 

Intermediate Math 
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      Students are given math assessments in order to 
measure individual skill levels, and to allow for 
appropriate placement. Based on the results of the 
assessment, each student is placed in the most 
appropriate math group.  It is important, not only 
that children learn and succeed in these groups 
building a strong foundation, but that they are 
appropriately challenged. As placement is based on 
skill level, our intermediate students can be placed in 
Saxon 3 through Saxon Course 2. 
     Students also participate in Communication Math 
which develops problem solving strategies and has 
students thinking, speaking and writing about the 
strategies they use to solve mathematical problems. 
All students have a math portfolio that documents 
growth in all mathematical areas (K-8). 
 
Intermediate Math Courses: Saxon 3, Saxon Math 4, 
Saxon Math 5, Saxon Course 1, Saxon Course 2 
 

Intermediate Grades Major Science Units of Study are 
listed in the Curriculum Map. All units are based on the 
State and National Standards. 
 

     Science is more than a body of facts. Scientific 
inquiry and the process by which these inquiries are 
answered are the basis for our Science Program. 
Developing in-depth scientific process and lab skills 
is our primary goal. Students are actively  learning 
the scientific process through whole group, small 
group and individual science projects and 
experiments. The very same process skills used by 
scientists in the field are the foundation for all of the 
learning that takes place in our labs. Process skills 
are revisited at all grade levels in order to ensure 
that the scientific process is mastered not as a set 
of rules but as ways of finding answers. Students 
are active participants, acting as mathematicians, 
scientists and technologists as they wrestle with 
problems facing the world such as environmental 
dangers. The program addresses challenges, 
emulating the work of experts in the field, 
complemented by projects and hands-on 
experiments. Science is the springboard for 
interdisciplinary project work that is exhibited at 
Learning on Display. 
 

Instructional Materials: Project Based Learning in the 
Elementary Grades, Buck Institute of Education; 
Sciencesaurus and Science Day Book by Great Source; 
Science Explorer by Prentice Hall; Variety of 
supplemental library and Internet resources. 

 
Intermediate Grades Major Social Studies Units of 
Study are listed in the Curriculum Map. All units are 
based on the State and National Standards. 
 

     History and Social Studies emphasize the 
interdependent nature of humanity. It is crucial that 
our students know about people, places and their 
impact on our global community, learning to draw 
upon the experience of the people and events of 
previous times. Through real world experiences, 
learning expeditions and hands on projects, students 
will obtain the skills to become informed citizens. 
Students move from learning about themselves and 
their own culture to exploring the geography and 
histories of world cultures. Through this study of 
cultures, students will come to celebrate and 
appreciate the worlds’ diversity. Through discussions, 
primary sources and novel studies the student is 
drawn into cultural awareness. The program 
incorporates as many elements as possible into the 
social studies curriculum, utilizing literature, music and 
art, as well as a wealth of community resources. 
 
Instructional Materials: Project Based Learning in the 
Elementary Grades, Buck Institute of Education; Florida 
Scott Foresman; Building Our Nation & Growth of Our 
Nation Pearson; Classroom Atlas by Nystrom; Variety of 
library and Internet resources; Historical fiction novels* 
covering various time periods  

 
 

 

*Novels are changed and updated periodically. 
 
 

Intermediate Science 

Intermediate Social Studies 
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     One goal of the Religious Studies program is to 
ensure that students learn about the Jewish religion 
and culture while providing the opportunity for 
students to explore and learn about other faiths and 
practices.  This allows students to choose at the third 
grade level whether to enroll in Jewish Studies or 
World Religions. The school is committed not only to 
the acquisition of Judaic knowledge, but also the 
development of universal values, enlarging the 
human spirit, and the growth of the individual. The 
curriculum integrates these ethics and values, such as 
Tikun Olam (repairing the world), Tzedakah (acts of 
charity), and G’milut Chassadim (compassion and 
respect toward others). 
     The program integrates history, holidays, 
literature, current events, music, art, and dance into 
the overall curriculum whether it be in Jewish Studies 
or World Religions. Every effort is made to draw 
connections for all students to the themes brought up 
in Religious Studies. Intermediate students 
participate in Religious Studies classes twice a week.  
        
     Students in grade three and up are given the 
choice of studying either Hebrew or Spanish.  
Hebrew classes meet 50 minutes, three times a 
week.  This year Community Day is utilizing a 
combination of modern spoken Hebrew and the 
Mitkadem Hebrew program.  Mitkadem is a prayer-
based Hebrew program that focuses on decoding 
skills, grammar, vocabulary and making meaning out 
of liturgy.  This is a self paced program that allows 
students to work at their own level and speed.  The 
modern Hebrew program is built around different 
themes such as food, family members, colors, 

numbers, animals, transportation, weather and 
calendar.  Students also spend time learning Hebrew 
vocabulary connected to holidays. 
     Spanish classes also meet 50 minutes, three times 
a week.  Students continue to build on the auditory 
skills introduced in lower elementary and add 
writing, reading and speaking.  The classes start with 
questions and students are asked to answer with full 
sentences.  Students learn proper Spanish 
grammar,  including conjugating verbs and sentence 
structure.  Students work on enriching their 
vocabulary.  Students are introduced to the cultural 
aspects of the global, Spanish-speaking 
community.  Students give presentations in Spanish 
on research projects related to diverse Spanish-
speaking regions.  Students study Spanish in 
authentic representations through poetry and 
children’s books. 
 

       

            Socially, the students are given the tools and 
guidance to have healthy relationships with both 
peers and teachers. Students focus on working 
together, taking ownership for their own actions, 
respecting each other’s differences, and learning to 
express opposing opinions/feelings in an 
appropriate way. Using the Caring School 
Community* curriculum, students are taught 
responsibility, caring, helpfulness, partnering, taking 
turns, listening, speaking clearly and contributing 
new ideas during regular class meetings. Problem 
solving more serious issues such as bullying and 
fighting are also addressed. Pairing with younger 
and older children for joint academic and 
recreational activities allows for observing and 
interacting with each other through the Buddies 
program. Homeside assignments help students 
practice these life skills outside of the school setting. 
 

*Developmental Studies Center ©2009 

Intermediate Social/Emotional 

Intermediate Religious Studies 

& World Languages 
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Middle school teachers have very high expectations for their students regarding their academic 
careers and social, emotional development. The primary expectation is that all students take an 
active role in their learning. By promoting a good quality work ethic, study techniques and active 
learning, we cultivate an understanding in our students that they must be fully present to learn. 
Ethics and values are not only infused into the everyday curriculum, they are a core part of our 
belief in how to help adolescents become mature, positive, active members of their community. 
This includes preparation on basic work ethic, self-reliance, and the high demands of academic 
excellence. Through fostering these principles, we are providing a strong foundation for our 
students in the continuation of their academic careers and life ahead. 
 
 
The teachers understand that not all students learn at the same pace or in the same way. We strive 
to provide students every possible opportunity for success. Students who are able to achieve at a 
higher level have the ability to extend their learning in many areas, such as taking mathematics 
courses above grade level including Honors Algebra I and Honors Geometry, for high school credit. 
 
 
We offer a strong academic program focused around respect, responsibility, leadership and moral 
values in a risk-free environment. These qualities prepare students for what life presents. It teaches 
them to choose their words, actions, and behaviors carefully. It allows them to hold themselves to a 
higher standard and enables them to take an active role in their academic careers. Most importantly, 
it raises their expectations of the people around them and encourages them to instill a sense of “no 
less than your best” attitude in themselves and others while still accepting others for who they are. 
 
 
The proof of this belief is seen each year as our students graduate as 8th graders and transition into 
the area’s toughest high school honors programs. Each year we help students and parents through the  
process of choosing and applying to the variety of programs available in our area. By knowing our  
students so well, we are able to acknowledge where we feel they will be best suited and can gently 
encourage them to strive higher. 
 
 
Overnight Learning Expeditions  alternate each  
year between Science and Social Studies, and   
include Sea Camp, Saint Augustine, Pathfinders, Busch 
Gardens and Tallahassee.  7th Grade also plans a 
leadership overnight trip.  
 
For the 8th Grade’s annual overnight trip students must 
fundraise, budget, book and schedule their itinerary 
for a destination of their choice. Past trips have 
included: New York City, Washington, DC and 

Boston, MA. 
                                                                        

   Middle School Program: 5—8 
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     The ultimate goal of the language arts program is 
to build strong reading and writing skills within each 
student. This is accomplished by exposing students to 
a wide variety of literature, by practicing writing to 
different audiences and for different purposes, by 
embracing creativity and curiosity, by encouraging 
students to push themselves to improve in those areas 
outside of their “comfort zones” and always put forth 
their best effort. Over the course of the year, each 
grade reads many works of literature, both classical 
and contemporary, fiction and non-fiction, short 
stories and novels, poetry and plays, and 
newspapers and magazines. Novels, for the most 
part, are assigned to be read at home and during 
students’ free time during the day. Short stories are 
read throughout the year, both at home and in class, 
independently and in groups. Everything that is read 
for class is discussed and broken down so that 
students can better understand WHY and HOW 
authors write, and the role literature plays in our 
society.  
     Students experience the writing process in varying 
degrees throughout the course of the year, 
brainstorming, drafting, and revising their work. They 
practice writing to different audiences and for 
different purposes. Past years’ assignments include: 
illustrated African folktales intended for a young 
audience,  as well as a journalism unit including “how-
to” articles, persuasive/opinion articles, creative short 
stories, and poetry compilations. At the base of all 
the writing is a heavy emphasis on the writing process 
and the traits of good writing including basic skills, 
punctuation, grammar and spelling. One-on-one 
conferencing is key in the student’s development as a 
confident, effective writer. All students have a 
language arts portfolio which documents growth in all 
language arts areas (K-8).  As a 21st century skill, 
digital literacy is taught through research and the 
production of electronic media, along with oral 
communication and group collaboration. 
. 
Prentice Hall Literature Anthology –Penguin Edition; Sadlier
-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop; Pearson Education  
Novels historically read*: Greek Gods, Phantom Tollbooth, 
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle, The Giver, Watsons Go 
to Birmingham, Tangerine, Animal Farm, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Outsiders, Tom Sawyer, Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, Crispin as well as various biographies, 
non-fiction and Shakespeare works, Multiple library and 
Internet resources 
 

 

*Novels are changed and updated periodically. 

      

      
     The middle school math program is grounded in 
the firm belief that every student can and will 
succeed. It builds upon the strong foundation laid in 
previous math courses. The over-arching theme is 
teaching for understanding. It is stressed that there is 
typically more than one way to solve a problem and 
therefore imperative to show the steps taken to do so. 
Students can also learn from their own errors by 
reworking problems and stating why they made the 
error.  
     Each math class follows the same basic structure: 
review/question the previous night’s homework, 
present and teach new concepts, vocabulary and 
objectives, then explain and work through examples 
one step at a time. Projects, hands-on lessons, 
technology tie-ins, and manipulatives are integrated 
throughout the curriculum.  
     Middle school math has four courses in its 
sequence: Courses 1 & 2, Pre-Algebra, High School 
Honors Algebra 1, and High School Honors 
Geometry. This sequence allows for students of 
varying abilities to progress through the math 
program according to their ability.  Eighth graders 
completing Pre-Algebra will be prepared to begin 
Algebra 1 in high school.  The majority of our eighth 
grader math students will complete both Pre-Algebra 
and High School Honors Algebra. The more advanced 
math students will complete both High School Honors 
Algebra and High School Honors Geometry.  
     Courses 1 & 2 (typically sixth and seventh grade 
levels) provide an opportunity for students to solidify 
their understanding of basic mathematics: operations 
with whole numbers, integers, and rational numbers 
(fractions, percents, decimals). Ratios, balancing 
simple equations, exponents, problem solving, order 
of operations, geometric relationships, proportional 
thinking are all taught in an incremental approach 
giving ample opportunities for student to practice 
these skills. Algebraic thinking is embedded 
throughout preparing them for Pre-Algebra.  
     Pre-Algebra is a transitional course where 
mathematics comes to life bringing students from 
operational math to more abstract mathematics that 
applies previously learned math in new situations. 
They are now transforming equations and easily 
converting between fractions, decimals, and percents 
and applying them to real world tasks such as 
simple/compound interest, commission/tax/tipping 
rates, discounts, finding information about unknown 
populations and the probability of winning the lotto, 
and creating graphs.         

Middle School Mathematics Middle School Language Arts 
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Problem Solving Competitions 
    

     Each year students participate in various local, 
state, and national competitions such as 
MATHCOUNTS, The Florida Mathematics League and 
The Continental Mathematics League problem solving 
competitions. These competitions provide students with  
higher level application questions involving all topics in 
mathematics. During the year we work through the 
numerous problem solving techniques including 
communication math where students are required to  
write  essays on how to solve problems. 
 
Saxon Math Course 1, Saxon Math Course 2,  Holt Pre-Algebra,  
Holt Honors Algebra 1, Holt Honors Geometry 
 

 

 

 
 

Major Middle School Science Units of Study are listed in  
the Curriculum Map. All units are based on the State and 
National Standards. 
 

     The ultimate goal of the science program is to  
promote and foster scientific inquiry in all students and 
to get them thinking like a scientist - being inquisitive,  
asking wonderment statements and seeking answers to 
the questions they pose. The National Science Education 
Content Standards define inquiry as the process in which 
students begin with a question, design and investigate,  
formulate an answer to the original question and 
communicate the investigative process and results. 
Through lab activities, projects and class experiences,  
students feel comfortable and confident in lab 
situations and are able to demonstrate an ability to use 
lab equipment. 
 

      
     High School Honors Algebra 1 carefully lays the 
foundation for higher mathematics beginning with 
writing and simplifying expressions, performing 
operations with positive and negative numbers, solving 
equations/inequalities to understanding relations and 
functions, linear equations and systems, graphing and 
finally multiplying and factoring polynomials and 
working with quadratic equations and radicals.  
     High School Honors Geometry is abstract and 
relational. Students must understand and form abstract 
definitions and distinguish between necessary and 
sufficient conditions for a concept. They learn to 
reason formally using definitions, axioms and 
theorems, and construct deductive proofs. Students 
also learn the relationships of parallel lines and their 
transversals, of triangles and circles, how to solve 
triangles, how to prove relationships in a coordinate 
plane and the functions of trigonometric ratios.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
      
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is always an underlying theme that instills an 
awareness of the environment and how to preserve it.  
 
 

McGraw Hill: Physical, Earth-Space, & Life;  Supplemental library 
and Internet resources  
 

 

Major Middle School Social Studies Units of Study are 
listed in the Curriculum Map. All units are based  
on the State and National Standards. 

      
     Social Studies revolves around the realization that 
social studies is the hub between the hard and soft 
sciences, extrapolated to the world we live in, past, 
present, and future. The interplay between 
geography, technology, culture, and human 
characteristics explains the path we have taken, why 
we are where we are today, and why we’re moving  
in a specific direction.  The social studies curriculum 
leverages a multi-modal project-based immersive 
learning experience using asynchronous online content 
coupled with frequent formative and summative 
assessments, as well as synchronous individual, small 
group, and class projects.  Dynamic yet predictable 
format builds foundational information such as who, 
what, and where, then evolves to the discovery of why 
through an interactive and collaborative environment 
that fosters the value of new and diverse ideas and 
connections.  Because of the tight integration with 
science, language arts, math, and STEM, growth in 
each specific area increases growth across the 
board.  Learning expeditions, projects, and guest 
speakers are maximized to strengthen the connection 
between disciplines. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

McGraw Hill Connect Ed, Discovering Our Past: A History of the 
United States, copyright 2016  
Supplemental resources from libraries & Internet  

Middle School Science 

Middle School Social Studies 
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     Middle school students participate in Religious 
Studies twice a week. In addition, the students 
choose a Religious Studies elective either “Living 
Judaism” or “World Religions.”  
     Judaism is both a religion, as well as a 
civilization made up of an entire culture. One goal 
of the Religious Studies program is to ensure that 
students learn about the Jewish religion and culture. 
This will provide all students with an appreciation of 
the beauty and significance of Jewish heritage and 
practices while respecting religious and cultural 
diversity. The school is committed not only to the 
acquisition of Judaic knowledge, but also the 
development of universal values, enlarging the 
human spirit, and the growth of the individual. The 
program integrates these ethics and values, such as 
Tikun Olam (repairing the world), Tzedakah (acts of 
charity), and G’milut Chassadim (compassion and 
respect toward others) into the overall curriculum. 
     Classes integrate Jewish history, holidays, 
literature, current events, music, art, and dance into 
the overall curriculum. Every effort is made to draw 
connections for all students to the themes brought up 
in Religious Studies.  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Religion courses investigate the major 
religions of the world through holidays, traditions, 
life cycles, as well various religious texts and 
philosophies. In middle school, students continue with 
lessons on Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, 
Islam, Taoism and Native American religion which 
are taught from a cultural perspective, providing all 
students with an understanding and appreciation of 
many religions, while respecting religious and 
cultural diversity.  

Middle school students may choose to take either 
Hebrew or Spanish as their foreign language.  
Hebrew classes meet 50 minutes, three times a 
week.  Community Day utilizes a combination of 
modern spoken Hebrew and the Mitkadem Hebrew 
program.  Mitkadem is a prayer-based Hebrew 
program that focuses on decoding skills, grammar, 
vocabulary and making meaning out of liturgy.  This 
is a self paced program that allows students to work 
at their own level and speed.  The modern Hebrew 
program is built around different themes such as 
food, family members, colors, numbers, animals, 
transportation, weather and calendar.  Students also 
spend time learning Hebrew vocabulary connected 
to holidays. 
     Spanish classes also meet 50 minutes, three times 
a week.  Students continue to build on the auditory 
skills introduced in lower elementary and add 
writing, reading and speaking.  The classes start with 
questions and students are asked to answer with full 
sentences.  Students learn proper Spanish 
grammar,  including conjugating verbs and sentence 
structure.  Students work on enriching their 
vocabulary.  Students are introduced to the cultural 
aspects of the global, Spanish speaking 
community.  Students give presentations in Spanish 
on research projects related to diverse Spanish-
speaking regions.  Students study Spanish in 
authentic representations through poetry and 
children’s books. 
 

Basic/Living Judaism curriculum includes: American Jewish 
History; Holiday origins, concepts and vocabulary; Torah Service 
and concluding Prayers; Focus on Shabbat Services; Israel 1947-
Modern Times; Holocaust; Weekly Torah portions; Jewish Identity 
 

World Religions curriculum includes: Study of Buddhism, Zen 
Buddhism, Shinto, Confucianism, Taoism, Jainism, Zoroastrianism, 
the Baha’I faith, the Druid peoples, Celtic and Druze practices, 
and culminates with an in-depth unit on Islam. Introduction to 
Philosophy of Plato, Spinoza and Augustine; Native American, 
Aztec/Mayan, Pacific Rim, African and Ancient Greek faiths and 
practices, diversity and co-existence of peoples around the globe. 
 
All world languages and religion classes use a variety of print 
and electronic resources.                                                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle School  

Religion & Languages 
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Middle School Social/Emotional 

Advisory Program 

 

     Through the Caring School Community* curriculum, 
middle school students continue to refine and strengthen 
the life skills that have been taught since kindergarten in 
class meetings, the ‘Buddies’ program, and ‘Homeside’ 
activities. Students learn to generate norms for the class 
and practice teambuilding, planning/decision making, and 
positive interaction with others. Problem solving issues that 
are addressed include teasing, exclusion, arguing/fighting, 
bullying and stealing. Middle school students are taught to 
always reflect on their values and their personal growth. 
Since these students are the oldest “buddies” they learn 
that they must be even more accountable for their actions 
in order to be role models for the younger students. As 
these students range from fifth graders to eighth graders  
their behavioral expectations become increasingly more 
mature. Extended overnight trips require them to not only 
get along with their classmates, but to be exemplary 
ambassadors for the school wherever they go.  
     It is increasingly important for the students to master 
communicating, collaborating and organizing. Time 
management is an essential component of their day-to-day 
schedule. Another essential element of a tween-to-
teenager’s learning tools, is the ability to have fun and 
enjoy life while still taking care of their individual 
responsibilities. 
 
 
*Developmental Studies Center ©2009 
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Located in the center of the upper school building and adjacent to the Hub, the Gloria Goldman Media Center and Library services all of the 

Community Day School.  As an integral and vital part of project-based learning, the media center functions as the heart of the school. The 

Library and Information Science curriculum is embedded into all subjects and is taught primarily by the subject area teachers thus allowing the 

library to be available on a flexible basis during the school day.  Students, individually or in groups, may visit at any time with their teacher's 

permission.  A certified K-12 media specialist oversees the materials and assists both students and teachers with research and book selection.  

The collection consists of more than 9000 titles that support and embellish the curriculum as well as provide recreational reading for all 

patrons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Project based learning allows for the integration of academic content areas with the related arts 
curriculum.  Learning on Display exhibits emphasize the collaboration across the various subject areas.   
K-8 students have the opportunity to explore and shine in a variety of related arts while supplementing 
and reinforcing materials and themes initiated in the basic subject classes. Students participate in 
Agriculture, Art, Dance, Music, Physical Education, STEM, and Theater.   

   Media Center & Library 

   Related Arts Curriculum 
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     The Art Program focus, aim and objectives are 
for students to gain an appreciation for art and 
perhaps discover new means of self expression 
within them. The program exposes the students to the 
visual language, to creative thinking and learning to 
communicate through various art methods and 
experiences. The students use many 3 dimensional 
and 2 dimensional mediums and make connections to 
the outside world. Ideas will be expressed and 
applied through drawing, painting, sculpture, clay, 
and design.  Students also learn art history, 
participate in critiques, study artists, make 
multicultural and interdisciplinary connections by 
collaborating with the classroom teachers on projects 
and exhibits.  
     At the Primary K-1 levels students are introduced 
to the basic art elements and principles of design 
beginning with color and line and how they can be 
used realistically and expressively in art. The 
Intermediate grades incorporate the elements of art 
and principles of design. Upper intermediate 
students study color, balance, line, rhythm, 
movement, pattern, contrast, focal point, drawing 
techniques and collage. At the middle school level, 
students work to refine their skills and advance in 
more specific areas of study.    
     Students are exposed to multicultural art and 
artists, art creation in the style of historical art and a  

 
diverse range of artworks. The purpose and 
meaning of the art is discovered visually, through 
interactive learning and art creation. 
 
 

Art Program 

     The Agricultural Science program focuses on 
exposing students to the process of healthy 
living.  Food is grown for the community, including 
the Sarasota All Faiths Food Bank, Mote Marine 
Laboratory and the school lunch program.   

The school food service collaborates with the 
agricultural teacher to supplement nutritional, student
-grown lunches and snacks.  Students of all ages 
learn about where their food comes from and how it 
is grown.  The garden provides a source for a 
variety of math and science projects. 
 

Agriculture 
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    Community Partnerships with area theater and dance companies provide 
students the opportunity to learn directly from local artists and performers. 
Classes vary by trimester each year, and are taught by guest staff from 
organizations such as Florida Studio Theatre, Players Theater, and Sarasota 
Contemporary Dance. Middle school students also have worked with the 
Sarasota Film Festival to produce original videos and public service 
announcements, and 4th and 5th graders contributed to an original production 
with the Asolo Repertory 
Theatre.  
     Additionally, students  
in PK-8th grade are privileged 
to attend a number of 
performances throughout the 
year at community venues such 
as the Van Wezel, Asolo and 
Florida Studio Theatre.  

 
    Music is a universal language and experience; 
the study of which enables students to appreciate 
diverse cultures and historical periods. Music is a 
form of human intelligence, which can be developed. 
Students develop their musical potential through 
organizing, listening, performing, creating and 
describing music. Students will develop into adults 
who value and support music in their communities 
according to their own capacities as consumers, 
donors, and enthusiasts as well as those directly 
involved in the music industry. 
     An enhanced music program for students at all 
levels has been introduced into the curriculum. This 
robust, music curriculum includes: 
 An elementary violin program  that provides a 

range of individual and group lesson 
opportunities for beginner through experienced, 
aspiring, young violinists. 

 A performance-based upper elementary music 
program that includes a comprehensive 
introduction to a wide range of music styles, 
arrangements and instruments. 

 A stage and recital space for a middle school 
rock band, led by Let’s Rock Sarasota, that will 
include rock, Latin, and country arrangements. 

 Individual enrichment opportunities and private 

      lessons. 
 Preschool music as a component of our early 

childhood curriculum. 
 

Music Program 

Dance & Theater 

http://www.letsrocksarasota.com/
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     The STEM curriculum recognizes the 
interdependence of four subject areas - science, 
technology, engineering, and math.  Each of these 
subject areas requires skills and abilities in the other 
three.  The STEM curriculum is presented to students 
by introducing various problems or challenges of 
increasing difficulty, using real-world problems from 
the medical, research, manufacturing, construction, 
robotic, electronic, and computer fields.  Students 
must utilize their skills in all four subject areas to be 
successful.  It answers once and for all the age-old 
question, “Why do I need to learn algebra or 
geometry? I’ll never use it!” Solving problems 
requires understanding electrons and circuits, coding, 
use of computer aided design (CAD) tools, data 
collection and presentation, and collaboration with 
not only peers, but clients and suppliers.  Some 
projects have very specific and rigorous success 
requirements, as one may have when dealing with a 
manufacturing client, while others are very open 
ended, thus challenging the student to leverage 
creativity and “think outside the box.” Through a 
partnership with Faulhaber Fab Lab and Suncoast 
Science Center, students learn not only how to 
design, but also how to build.  Even more 
importantly, as students discover during the building 

 

process that their design could be improved, they 
learn the value of learning from mistakes, how to 
correct them, and how to minimize them.   Students 
use the latest in commercial design software and 
manufacturing equipment and tools.  They actually 
build and program their own computers and robots 
at the circuit level, learn to solder and use common 
tools.  They also learn to use 3D printers, laser 
cutters, computerized numerical control (CNC) routers 
and mills, and more. 
     STEM education is an integrated, interdisciplinary 
approach to learning that provides hands-on and 
relevant learning experiences for students.  STEM 
teaching and learning goes beyond the mere 
transfer of knowledge.  It engages students and 
equips them with critical thinking, problem solving, 
creative and collaborative skills, and ultimately 
establishes connections 
between the school, 
workplace, community and 
the global economy.   
STEM also helps students 
understand and apply math 
and science content, the 
foundations for success in 
college and careers. 

STEM Program 

 
 

      

     The Physical Education curriculum provides the 
opportunity for its students to be introduced to and 
to participate in various types of sport and 
recreational game activities. Physical education class 

activities promote the 
development of the 
fitness components of 
muscular-skeletal 
strength and endurance, 
large muscle group 
flexibility, and 
cardiovascular 
endurance. Students will 
also develop the 
components of sports 
fitness, which includes 
stamina, neuromuscular 
velocity, compound 
movement coordination, 

hand-eye coordination, and hand dexterity.  
      

    
     Through class discussions and learning centers, 
students learn about how the motor systems of the 
body are interrelated and how that relationship 
affects one’s physical, social, mental, and emotional 
state of being. The importance of cardiovascular 
health is strongly emphasized through the constant 
aerobic activities used during class time. The intent of 
our physical education class is to present numerous 
“fun” and physically beneficial activities to help 
spark the desire of the students to be active daily 
and to continue an active lifestyle throughout their 
adult life.  

      The Varsity Athletic Program, includes flag 
football, volleyball, cross-country, basketball, soccer, 
tennis, and golf.  In addition, there are after school 
athletic clubs such as a Soccer Club,  JV Multi-Sports 
Club and tennis practice teams to help develop skills 
and sportsmanship. 
 

*     *     * 

Physical Education Program 

UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULM GUIDELINES 
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LEARNING EXPEDITIONS & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Each year Community Day students go on various Learning Expeditions* and collaborate with local organizations and 
community members.  These visits are not traditional field trips.  Each expedition is an integral part of a specific unit 
of study and serves as a valuable resource for information and research, or allows our students to actively participate 
in community service.  The organizations and/or guest lecturers collaborate with the classroom teacher to plan 

content.  Before each expedition or visit, students are prepped as to what they should try to discover and learn.  
Information is recorded and organized for referencing when exhibiting projects for Learning on Display. 
 

                      *Partnerships and Learning Expeditions may vary from year to year. New partnerships are continually being formed.  

All Faiths Food Bank 
 
Art Center of Sarasota 
 
Asolo Repertory Theatre 
 
Bishop Planetarium 
 
Children First 
 
Community Foundation of Sarasota 
 
Day Springs 
 
DeSoto National Park 
 
Embracing Our Differences Exhibit 
 
Everglades National Park 
 
Faulhaber Fab Lab 
 
Florida Frontier Days Festival 
 
Florida Studio Theatre 
 
Fire Station / Firefighter Dave 
 
Gamble Plantation 
 
Historical Society of Sarasota 
 
Holocaust Museum 
 
Hunsader Farm 
 
Humane Society 
 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
 
Kobernick House / Anchin Pavilion 
 
Lido Beach 
 
Manatee County Recycling Program 
 
Manatee Historical Village 
 
Marine Lab/Sea Camp (overnight) 
 
Mixon Fruit Farms 

Mote Marine Laboratory 
 
Museum of Science and Industry 
 
Myakka State Park 
 
Peace River 
 
Players Theatre 
 
Ringling Museum 
 
Riverview High School Planetarium 
 
Saint Augustine (overnight) 
 
Salvation Army Shelter 
 
Sarasota Contemporary Dance 
 
Sarasota Guide Dogs 
 
Sarasota Orchestra 
 
Sarasota Trolley Tour 
 
Sea Camp 
 
Selby Gardens 
 
South Florida Museum 
 
Spanish Point 
 
Temple Beth Sholom 
 
Temple Emmanuel 
 
Temple Sinai 
 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Center 
 
Vintage Paws 
 
Waste Management - Tampa 
 
Whole Foods Market 
 
Wildlife Center of Venice 
 
YMCA 



Contact us for more information 
or to schedule a personal tour: 

 

The Kane/Karp Educational Campus 

1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, Florida 34237 

(941) 552-2770 
 

 

Safe & Small   Reggio & Project-based Learning All Faiths  
 
 
 
 
 

Accredited by Florida Kindergarten Council (FKC) 
And Florida Council of Independent Schools (FCIS) 


